
-dash-
Summer, 2022 

It is summer alas and welcome to the Summer edition of -dash-, the Tompkins County Democratic Committee
Newsletter.  Our Newsletter's name, -dash-, refers to our intention to provide you with a "dash of substance"
every month, from up to date information, election news, summary of the Tompkins Weekly Democratic View,
notes from the National Committee and more.  The edition of the Newsletter will recap the June news and post
news for the upcoming month of July and August. 

If you have something notable to share or important dates for our next calendar, Fall edition, please send to
renateferroTCDC@gmail.com.

Saturday, June 11th, TCDC Wine and Cheese at The Cherry, 6:00 pm
Saturday, June 11th to Sunday, June 26th, Early Voting for Regular Primary
Monday, June 27th, Town of Dryden Democratic Committee, 7:30 pm
Monday June 27th,  TCDC General Meeting with possible endorsements, large pavilion, Stewart Park, 6:30 pm
Tuesday, June 28th,  Primary Election for Governor and Lt. Governor
Thursday, July 7th, Town of Ulysses Democratic Meeting, 7:00 by Zoom if inclement weather, otherwise at the
Jacksonville Pavilion
Saturday, July 30th, Summer Party, location and time, TBD
Tuesday, August 23rd,  Primary Election for NYS Senate & US Congressional District 19 plus Special Election of
CD23 to vote for Max DellaPia
September TBA, TCDC Regular Organizational  meeting, ZOOM. 
Sunday, September 25th, BBQ, large Pavilion, Stewart Park, TBA

Photo above:  TCDC Ithaca Festival Booth at Dewitt Park on Cayuga Street, June 4, 2022

Chair's Message
submitted by Linda Hoffmann, Chair, TCDC

I hope that you will take a few moments of reflection for those who are dealing with the despair, anger, and
anxiety of recent and recurring gun violence.  The racist hate crimes and deaths that devastated Buffalo, NY and
the most recent deaths devastating the Uvalde, Texas Elementary School and now Philadelphia have been
disheartening to watch.  Please take some time to care for yourselves and those in your family, friends, and
community networks. I ask each of us to look outside of ourselves to seek an active path in securing "common
sense gun laws" in our communities and country.
 
On a celebratory note on this beautiful Ithaca Festival weekend, I know that many Democrats enjoyed the local
festivities.  I hope that some of you visited our Tompkins County Democratic Booth at Dewitt Park along Cayuga
Street on Saturday.  It was a great opportunity to say hello to Tompkins County Democrats reminding them all of
the Primaries and Special Elections taking place over the summer months on June 28th and August 23rd.  There
is valuable information for all of you to review within this Newsletter about the new redistricting maps, the
candidates who are running for those primaries and so much more. 

Information is moving so quickly these days. Be an active member of our online community.  Just a reminder to
visit out TCDC website often:
https://tcdemocrats.org
 
Also, please follow us on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/TCDemocrats
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/tcdemocrats/
Twitter https://twitter.com/TCDemocrats

Looking forward to seeing you on June 11th at our Wine and Cheese Fundraiser at the gallery next to The
Cherry with New York State’s Comptroller Tom Di Napoli.  Happy Summer to you all. 

Warmly, 
Linda

Democratic Wine and Cheese to Benefit the TCDC June 11th. 

Do not forget to RSVP to the upcoming Democratic Wine and Cheese gathering on June 11th at 6pm at the
ArtHaus Gallery 130 Cherry Street Ithaca.  We will welcome New York State’s Comptroller Tom DiNapoli to
speak. 

This event will be held adjacent to The Cherry Theatre in an area that will feature outdoor space to gather.  Don't
miss this opportunity to relax and recharge with fellow Democrats. This is an important fundraiser for the TCDC
and all the great work we do electing Democrats.  

Current COVID guidance for this event, subject to change. Masks recommended but not required.

The suggested donation is $20 but pay what you will. To buy tickets now.  click here

About DiNapoli: Since 2007, Thomas P. DiNapoli has proudly served the people as the 54th Comptroller of the State of New

York. He has aggressively fought public corruption and the misuse of taxpayers' dollars. He has spoken out against fiscal

gimmicks and government inefficiency. He has strengthened one of the nation's top public pension funds, which stands at an all-

time high audited value of $258.1 billion. The people elected him to full terms in 2010, 2014 and 2018.

Ward and Town Committees Will Reorganize in June

 The term of any County Committee member in his or her capacity as a Town or Ward Committee member will
end on June 28, 2022. Your term as a member of the Town or Ward Committee begins on June 29, 2022, and
your Town or Ward committee must meet between June 29, 2022 and July 18, 2022 inclusive to elect leadership.

Tompkins County Democratic Committee member's terms begin at the commencement of the TCDC
organizational meeting to be held between September 17, 2022 and October 6, 2022.
 

Not One but Two Democratic Primaries: Who is Running For What
and When
submitted by Renate Ferro

Well it took me some time to get our new districts straight and then figure out who was running and in what
Primary. So I thought I would share with you my research.  In our next Newsletter, we will have full biographies
and photographs of all of the contenders as we are in the process of updating and verifying all of this
information. 
 

The regularly scheduled Primary will take place on June 28th with early voting taking place between June
18th  and 26th. On the ballot, candidates will face off for New York State Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Candidates. These include: 
Thomas Suozzi, Kathy Hochul, and Jumaane Williams for Governor
Anna Maria Archilla. Diana Reyna, and Antonio Delgado for Lieutenant Governor
 
At a recent meeting of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee, Hochul and Delgado were endorsed by a
majority vote of the members present.  

Residents who reside in District 4-1 in the City of Ithaca will vote to fill a one-year vacancy for Alderman: 
Tiffany Kumar or Patrick Mehler 
 

On August 23rd Primary number 2 will be held to vote for Democratic seats for the reconstituted 19th US
Congressional District:
Josh Riley 
 

Also, on the ballot will appear contenders for the Democratic seats for the 52nd NY State Senate district: 
Leslie Danks-Burke or Lea Webb 

Our readers should be aware that more petitions may be submitted to the Board of Elections between June 8th
and 10th, which may add additional contenders to the ballot. 

While at the polls on August 23rd, Democrats will also receive a SECOND BALLOT for a Special Election of the
US Congressional District 23 seat vacated by Tom Reed (R).  You will recall that we were in District 23 before

redistricting. Tompkins County has the opportunity to vote a Democrat into the 23rd for the four months that
Tompkins County will remain in that district to replace Tom Reed who recently stepped down. Appearing on the
ballot: 
Max DellaPia
 
It is important for all registered Democrats to vote in these Primary Elections that will determine who appears on

the ballot in this fall's General Election on November 8th. For all voting questions including how to register, how
to apply for an absentee ballot, where to vote for the elections and early voting please visit the Tompkins County
Board of Elections. https://tompkinscountyny.gov/boe

We urge all Tompkins County Committee Members to spread the word to all of those in your ward and town and
beyond. 
 
For updates watch our TCDC website
https://tcdemocrats.org/candidates/

Also, kudos to Scott Brim and Linda Little for the great information on the web about general voting information. 
https://tcdemocrats.org/voting/

Redistricting Updates

Thanks to Ted Crane our technology guru for sharing maps of the new redistricted areas for State Senate and
US Congressional Districts during our recent TCDC general meeting.  He did a great job of culling the maps from
this interactive website that he is sharing with us below.  
 
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#state::NY
 
The maps not only reflect the newly designated districts but also give the view capabilities to compare red vs
blue areas within each district if you visit the above url.   

Screen shot of US 19th Congressional District including Tompkins County will go into affect in January 1, 2023 

Screen shot of 52nd New York State Senate District including Tompkins County goes into effect on January 1,
2023. 

Maps courtesy of Dave https://davesredistricting.org
 

US Congressional District 19 Candidate Forum, Call for Questions
submitted by Liz Hartman

Hello TCDC Members,
We will be having a candidate forum for Congressional District 19 candidates on June 20th.  The candidates will
be sent questions ahead of time and will record their responses.  We invite anyone who is interested in
submitting questions in any of the following categories:

1) Environment
2) Gun violence
3) Campaigning (winning the general election in a tough district)
4) Healthcare
5) Social/racial justice
6) Democracy reform (including voting rights) 
7) Economy
8) Local/district-wide issues 
9) Navigating a polarized political climate 
10) Other (anything you want to ask about)

If you have questions you’d like to submit, please send them to lizhartman@gmail.com no later than 1:30pm on
Friday 6/10.  We will only be able to ask candidates a maximum of 8-9 questions total so we won’t be able to
cover all of the above categories and selected questions may be combined and/or edited for clarity. 

Thank you!
Liz Hartman

TCDC Endorses Antonio Delgado for NYS Lieutenant Governor in
June Primary. 
submitted by Renate Ferro

At the June 1st General Meeting of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee, Antonio Delgado was endorsed
by a majority of the membership present to run for Lieutenant Governor of New York State. Delgado’s name will

appear on the June 28th Primary in New York State. 
 
Born and raised in Schenectady, Antonio’s parents worked for General Electric in Schenectady, demonstrating
the values of hard work and commitment to community. This work ethic inspired him to earn a Rhodes
Scholarship while attending Colgate University.  After his Rhodes Scholarship in Oxford he attended Harvard
Law School, receiving a degree in law. 
 
His hard work ethic has allowed him to experience several jobs that he feels help him to connect with the people
of New York State.  His diverse experiences include a career in the music industry focused on empowering
young people through hip hop and working as an attorney focusing on complex commercial litigation, while
dedicating significant time to pro bono work in connection with criminal justice reform.  
 
Delgado, the first African-American elected to Congress from Upstate New York, has served as the US

Representative to New York’s 19th Congressional District since 2019.  In the US 19th he has been a fierce
advocate for New York, helping us recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, protecting our small businesses and
supporting family farms. The latest federal rescue plan included Representative Delgado’s Direct Support for
Communities Act which delivers $130.2 billion in aid directly to local communities, including $10.8 billion to
counties, towns, and villages in New York.  He has maintained his commitment to effective and bipartisan
lawmaking that delivers real results and has had 18 bills signed into law.
 

On May 3rd, Governor Kathy Hochul appointed Delgado Lieutenant Governor of New York State.  He will run in

the Primary on June 28th for a term to begin in January, 2023.   His campaign website is delgadoforny.com

Pollworkers Needed for Upcoming Summer Primaries and General
Election

Poll Workers are needed for the upcoming Primary and Regular Elections.  Please see more information here
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/boe/pollworker

If you are interested contact the Tompkins County Board of Elections. 

TOMPKINS COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS
128 East Buffalo Street
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 274-5522
Email

Attention Voters:  Important Information Regarding Absentee Ballots 
New York State has recently enacted a law that will change the ability of voters who have applied for an
absentee ballot to vote in person on the voting machine. In the past, voters who applied for an absentee ballot
could change their minds and vote in person on a voting machine either during early voting or on Election Day.
Their absentee ballots, if completed and sent in to the Board of Elections, would then be set aside unopened.
With this new law, voters who have applied for an absentee ballot may still go to the polls on Election Day, but
they will no longer be able to vote on the machine. If they wish to vote in-person, it will be by affidavit ballot only.
If you have any questions about this law, please call the Board of Elections at (607) 274-5522.
Qualifications To Vote By Absentee Ballot 

1. Absent from your county on Election Day.
2. Unable to appear at the polls due to temporary or permanent illness or disability, 
3. Unable to appear because you are the primary care giver of one or more individuals who are ill or physically
disabled.
4. A resident or patient of a Veterans Health Administration Hospital.
5. Detained in jail awaiting Grand Jury action or confined in prison after conviction for an offense other than a
felony.

Fund Raising Appeal for 2022
Update from Lori Gardner
If you have not done so please return your Dues and Victory Club contributions as well as your contributions to
your Town or City Ward Committee as soon has possible.  

2022 County Dues   $20
Victory Club 2022    $122
Combined                $142

Please send your generous contribution to, Lori Gardner, 124 Old Peruville Rd, Groton, NY 13073
Make checks payable to TCDC
You may also pay online
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/tcdemsdues

National Democratic Committee Training Opportunities
We need you.  Whether you want to run for office, work on a campaign, or drive progressive values through local
leadership, the National Democratic Committee is just a website away to provide the tools and training you need
to be successful.  Information is available 24/7 and all for free.  
https://traindemocrats.org

Help Collect Candidate's Information
submitted by Ted Crane 

Crowdsourcing is "the practice of obtaining information or input into a task or project by enlisting the services of a
large number of people, either paid or unpaid typically via the internet." Crowdsourcing is a sometimes-fun way
of tackling a tough job by spreading out the effort among many people.

The TCDC needs contact information for the elected officials in Tompkins County. It's a monumental job for one
person to collect both personal and official emails and phone numbers from so many people.

So, we're crowdsourcing the effort. You have received a request to provide any contact information you know, for
any official you know or can contact. This email will contain a link to a google form you can use to pass along
your knowledge. It doesn't matter whether you provide the same information as someone else. In fact, when two
or more people provide the same information, they validate each other, or call out for attention when the
information isn't the same.

Send in information for one official, or fill out the form multiple times, once each for several officials. Every bit
helps.

Here is a link to the form. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9QwnO7NvcGg-
Qzy3g0xDPyHi_RllcfbKNN1VkqjRr4zDK7A/viewform?usp=sf_link

Remembering former TCDC Member Carol Ornstein
Former TCDC Member Carol Ornstein died after a lengthy illness. Many of us who have been members for quite
some time do remember Carol fondly as being a member of the Fourth Ward Committee. She is survived by her
husband, Richie Holtz, and her daughter, Ella Ornste

Donations in Carol’s honor can be made to the Cancer Resource Center of the Finger Lakes (https://crcfl.net/)
which has taken such good care of Carol, Richie, and Ella for the past four years; or to the Friends of Stewart
Park (https://www.friendsofstewartpark.org/) which stewards not only the park at the foot of our beautiful Cayuga
Lake, but also the Waterfront Trail that Carol loved so much. 

A celebration of Carol’s life will be held at a later date online, so friends and family from near and far can attend.

The full obituary is here: 
https://www.lansingfuneralhome.com/obituaries/carol-ornstein-1

The TCDC Communications team has sent a card of condolence to both Richie and Ella on behalf of the entire
membership.

Tompkins County Primaries:  Not One but Two
 Submitted Renate Ferro for the Tompkins Weekly "Democratic View" June, 2022

Tompkins County Democratic Primaries: Not One but Two
by Renate Ferro, Director of Communications, Tompkins County Democratic Committee
 
The New York Court of Appeals declared in early spring 2022 that district maps delineating the US
Congressional and State Senate districts for many New York counties, including Tompkins, would be void for the
upcoming June primary election. Jonathan Cervas, a post-doctoral fellow from the Institute for Politics and
Strategy at Carnegie-Mellon University and a research associate affiliated with the Princeton Gerrymandering
Project, was the special master assigned by the State Supreme Court and heard cases earlier in May from
representatives from communities across New York state, including Tompkins County.
 

On May 20th Justice Patrick McCallister ordered Master Cervas’ proposals accepted and that new district maps
would be adopted and implemented for US Congressional Districts and NYS Senate Districts in New York
State. With the release of these newly designated area maps, Tompkins County Democrats and Democratic
candidates have their work cut out for them to communicate the primary election changes that will ensue. In
essence final candidates for the November election will be determined by not one, but two primary elections. In

addition to the regularly scheduled Primary on June 28th and an additional Primary on August 23, a special

election will also take place on August 23rd in Tompkins County so voters will find an additional ballot to
file.  Here are the basics to help you sort this out. 
 

Perhaps first to mention is what has not changed. The regularly scheduled June 28th Democratic Primary, with

early voting to be held from the 18th to the 26th of June, will still take place. Every registered Democrat can vote
for candidates running for New York State Governor and Lieutenant Governor including Thomas Suozzi, Kathy
Hochul, and Jumaane Williams for Governor and Anna Maria Archilla. Diana Reyna, and Antonio Delgado for
Lieutenant Governor. At a recent meeting of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee, Hochul and Delgado
were endorsed by a majority vote. Also, noteworthy, is that residents who reside in District 4-1 in the City of
Ithaca will vote for either Tiffany Kumar or Patrick Mehler to fill a one-year vacancy for Alderman. 
 
To vote for other Democratic candidates, voters will have to return to the polls later in the summer due to the

redrawing of the US Congressional and NYS Senatorial District maps on May 20th. For Tompkins County this

second Primary Day on August 23rd will decide Democratic Candidates for the newly constituted 19th US

Congressional District and the 52nd NYS Senate District. 
 

Democratic candidates running in the Primary for the 19th US Congressional District include Broome County

resident, Josh Riley thus far.  The 19th US Congressional District includes Ithaca and Tompkins County as the
most western county with Cortland and Broome extending east over to the New York State border including
Chenango, Columbia, Delaware, Greene, Otsego. Sullivan, Tioga and Ulster Counties. This link provides a look
at the expanse of this district:
https://newyork.redistrictingandyou.org/?
districtType=cd&propA=current_2012&propB=congress_specialmastercorrected_20220604&selected=-75.711,4
2.295#%26map=6.46/42.731/-74.334
 

The 52nd NY State Senate district including Tompkins, Broome, and Cortland Counties will see Leslie Danks-
Burke and Lea Webb face off.  
 
Readers should be aware that there may be other candidates that step forward as the open petition filing dates

for the above races are not due until June 8 to 10th.
 
While at the polls on August 23rd, Democrats will also receive a SECOND BALLOT for a Special Election of the
US Congressional District 23 seat vacated by Tom Reed (R).  Tompkins County has the opportunity to vote a

Democrat into the 23rd for the four months that the county will remain in the 23rd to replace Reed who recently
stepped down.  Max DellaPia is running for the seat. Tompkins County Democrats will recognize DellaPia from
his run against Tracey Mitrano in the Primary from last election cycle.  
 
It is important for all registered Democrats to vote in these Primary Elections that will determine who appears on

the ballot in the General Election on November 8th this fall. For all voting questions including how to register, how
to apply for an absentee ballot, where to vote for the elections and early voting please visit the Tompkins County
Board of Elections https://tompkinscountyny.gov/boe 
 
To volunteer for any Democratic candidate please contact the Tompkins County Democratic Committee.    
https://tcdemocrats.org/tc-democrats/contact-tcdc/
 
Biography:  Renate Ferro has lived in the Town of Caroline since 1982. She has been a TCDC member since
1995, currently serving as the Director of Communications. She is the former Vice-Chair of the TCDC and Town
of Caroline Chair. She is a cross-disciplinary artist who exhibits her work internationally. 
 

TCDC Town and Ward News

City Committee as reported by Ed Swayze
The City Committee will hold a forum/debate with 4th Ward Common Council candidates Patrick Mehler and
Tiffany Kumar on Monday, June 13th from 6 PM to 8 PM. This will be an in person meeting, and will be held at St
Luke Lutheran Church, 109 Oak Ave on Ithaca's east hill. The event is specifically for 4th Ward residents, but
interested others are also welcome to join us.
4th Ward primary candidate forum date, time and location will be announced featuring Patrick Mehler and Tiffany
Kumar.

Town of Dryden submitted by Claudia Wheatley
Dryden Dairy Day is back, after a two-year pandemic-related hiatus. Festivities will be held Saturday, June 11,
beginning with the Cow Chase 5K at 9:25 a.m. followed by a parade up Main Street at 9:30. Then it’s music,
booths with local crafts and organizations and ice cream in Montgomery Park starting at 10:45. To march in the
parade with Dryden Dems, meet us at the Town Highway Department on East Main Street before 9:30.
 
The Freeville Farmers Market opened for the season in May. Located in front of the Freeville Elementary School
at 43 Main Street, the market is held on Sundays from noon until 2:00 p.m. through September. 
 
Kudos to Dryden Town Clerk, Bambi Avery, newly named president of the New York State Town Clerk's
Association (NYSTCA), which represents 933 town clerks across New York. Bambi, who has served as our town
clerk since 1998, has held several NYSTCA offices over the years. As NYSTCA president, she will lead one of
the most influential organizations of municipal officials in New York State.
 
Construction has begun on the Dryden Fiber broadband Internet project. The fiber loop is being installed along
the old railbed that stretches from Varna to the Village of Dryden. The Dryden Fiber website
(www.drydenfiber.com) is the primary place for information about progress and how to sign up for service. The
project is being constructed in phases, so letting us know that you are interested in service is important.  
 
Monday, June 27, Town of Dryden Democratic meeting, 7:30 p.m. To inquire about joining, email Ethan Ash
(ethan.s.ash@gmail.com) or Mike Pitzrick (mpitzrick@gmail.com).
 
Town of Ithaca reported by Ammitai Worob, Chair
I'm the new chair, taking over for interim chair Liz Hartman, who took over for Linda Hoffmann, when she took
over TCDC chair. Next TOIDC meeting is 7pm on 6/30. Will have more Town news in the future as I have more
of a handle of being in leadership for the town committee. 

Town of Newfield submitted by Richard Driscoll, Chair
The Newfield Democratic Committee has begun a process to reorganize and revitalize our Committee.  We seek
to identify efforts to increase our membership, improve our local fundraising, elevate the Committee's role and
importance in community life by establishing a more compelling relevance gained by taking time with resident
Democrats to explore the current state of the Town, its direction, and its future needs. In addition we are
interested in how the residents view the County government relations and services provided to the Town.  

Town of Ulysses as reported by Cynthia Mannino, Chair
The Town of Ulysses Democratic Committee meets the 1st Thursday of every month via zoom
at 7pm or in person at Jacksonville Pavilion, weather permitting.  All Democrats in the town
are invited to join us. Those interested should contact chair Cynthia Mannino
at cynthiaM.udc@gmail.com.   Thank you to our Committee Officers: Krys Cail - Vice Chair; and
Carolyn Kreisel -Treasurer.

CAUCUS NEWS: The Town of Ulysses Democratic Committee held a Caucus 5/22/22 at the
Ulysses Town Highway Barn.  Sixty-six Ulysses Democrats attended.  There was competition for the
one year Town Board seat.  Roxanne Merino, incumbent, and Elizabeth Weatherby were both
nominated, but Elizabeth Weatherby won the caucus vote to be on the Democratic ticket this
November at the General Election.

Ulysses Caucus photo taken by Ben Darfler

               

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://tcdemocrats.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TCDemocrats
https://www.instagram.com/tcdemocrats/
https://twitter.com/TCDemocrats
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/wandc
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/boe
https://tcdemocrats.org/candidates/
https://tcdemocrats.org/voting/
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#state::NY
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#state::NY
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/boe/pollworker
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/tcdemsdues
https://traindemocrats.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9QwnO7NvcGg-Qzy3g0xDPyHi_RllcfbKNN1VkqjRr4zDK7A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.lansingfuneralhome.com/obituaries/carol-ornstein-1
https://newyork.redistrictingandyou.org/?districtType=cd&propA=current_2012&propB=congress_specialmastercorrected_20220604&selected=-75.711,42.295#%26map=6.46/42.731/-74.334
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/boe
https://tcdemocrats.org/tc-democrats/contact-tcdc/
https://www.drydendairyday.org/
https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Dryden/CowChase5K
https://www.drydendairyday.org/directions
https://dryden.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=739e4a6040a21784cfe43de42&id=2c7ee188ee&e=f5dd8d37d2
mailto:cynthiaM.udc@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/cIITFH
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=631a395b582a53d12df7817d6&id=c1929560cc
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=631a395b582a53d12df7817d6&id=c1929560cc
javascript:;


Don't forget June is Pride Month 
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