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-dash-
Spring, 2022 

Welcome to the Spring edition of -dash-, the Tompkins County Democratic Committee Newsletter.  Our
Newsletter's name, -dash-, refers to our intention to provide you with a "dash of substance" every month, from up
to date information, election news, summary of the Tompkins Weekly Democratic View, notes from the National
Committee and more.  The edition of the Newsletter will recap the May news and post news for the upcoming
month of June. 

If you have something notable to share or important dates for our next calendar, Summer edition, please send to
renateferroTCDC@gmail.com by June 3rd. . 
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Wednesday, May 18th, Town of Newfeid Democrats,7pm 
Sunday, May 22 Ulysses Democratic Caucus, the Ulysses Town Barns, 3:00 pm
Wednesday, May 25th, Town of Caroline Democratic Meeting, 7:30 pm by Zoom 
Thursday, May 26th. Town of Danby Democratic Meeting,  7:00pm by Zoom
Thursday, June 2nd,, Town of Ulysses Democratic Meeting, 7:00 by Zoom
Saturday, June 4th, Town of Groton Democratic Committee, 10am by Zoom
Saturday, June 11th, TCDC Wine and Cheese at the Cherry, 6;00 pm
Thursday, June 30th, Town of Ithaca Democratic Committee, 7pm

Photo Credit: R. Ferro, May, 2022

Late Breaking Updates about Petitioning from NYS Chair, Jay Jacobs
Today the NYS Supreme Court delivered their decision on the methods for ballot
access for the August 23rd State Senate and Congressional Primaries.  Candidates
for State Senate and Congress who have already filed petitions found to be valid by
a board of elections or by determination of a court of competent jurisdiction, have the
opportunity to submit a signed writing filed with the appropriate board of elections no
later than May 31st.  The State BOE will set forth the elements contained in such
writing no later than May 15 on their website.

There is also an opportunity for prospective State Senate and Congressional
Candidates who did not submit petitions earlier in the year to do so via petitioning. 
The first day to collect signatures will be on May 21st, and the last day to file will be
on June 10th.  The State Senate signature requirement will be 850, and Congress
will be 1,062, or 4.25% of the number of enrolled members of the party in such
districts, whichever is less.

The decision can be found here and also includes the political calendar for the
August 23rd primary, as well as the calendar for Independent Nominating Petitions.

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions.

Sincerely,

Jay S. Jacobs
Chairman

Redistricting, Redistricting, Redistricting AGAIN!
Submitted by Renate Ferro
Information summarized from an article published in the Buffalo News: 
Reapportionment Hearing held on May 6
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/reapportionment-hearing-casts-bath-as-nys-political-epicenter-for-a-
day/article_74ed0b00-cca0-11ec-8b5f-a3f07326424b.html
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The New York Court of Appeals declared that the congressional and State Senate maps formerly drawn and
approved by the New York Legislature would be thrown out for the upcoming June primary election.  An
additionally primary date for these races will be assigned for August 23, 2022. 
 
Jonathan Cervas from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania was assigned to be the special master by the State Supreme
Court.  Cervas is a post-doctoral fellow from the Institute for Politics and Strategy at Carnegie-Mellon
University.  He is also affiliated with the Princeton Gerrymandering Project as a research associate. 
 
Several communities stated their cases before Cervas in Bath, NY in Steuben County on May 6.. Several
representatives from a variety of minority communities, many from New York City, submitted cases.  From upstate
New York there were two county witnesses who testified representing our county, Tompkins County, and Madison
County. 
 

Jonathan Cervas is charged to propose a new congressional map by May 16th, 2022.  Members of the public are

able to submit comments on the proposed map and a final will be revealed by May 24th. 
 
This may require the process of petition signing to be reinstituted for the August primary.  More updates will be
given at the end of May. 

As of the publication date of this Newsletter maps can be viewed as proposed by the Special Master. Tompkins
County is in Congressional District 19 as shown in the link below.
        
https://newyork.redistrictingandyou.org/?
districtType=cd&propA=current_2012&propB=congress_specialmaster_20220516&selected=-75.641,42.229#%2
6map=7.2/42.581/-74.826
 
 

Chair's Message
submitted by Linda Hoffmann, Chair, TCDC
So much has happened in the news over these past two months:  a new Lt. Governor has been appointed, news
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about redistricting both statewide and locally, new organizational meeting requirements, a possible new
petitioning cycle with an additional August primary and so much more political upheaval. We spend this
Newsletter reporting the latest news on these fronts to you.  

Additionally, we have been busy with a robust fund-raising effort for Democratic Sponsors. The issues committee
is set to look at some bylaw revisions, we look forward to our June 11th Wine and Cheese Event at the Cherry,
TCDC and watch for the announcement for our TCDC General Meeting and a forum on the Lt. Governor's race.

I am so thankful for the work that all of you do for the Tompkins County Democrats.  I urge all of you once again to
take care in the way we address our concerns to one another.  Whether we are speaking face to face or writing an
email take the time to ask open ended questions.  Email communication can sometimes be especially
misunderstood. 

Please know that I am always open to hearing and listening to your concerns. We, as democrats must pull
together ~ democracy is at stake 
The Republican agenda is fierce and unrelenting. 

Warmly,
Linda 

Wine and Cheese @ The Cherry to Benefit the TCDC
WHAT: Gather with fellow Democrats IN PERSON 
WHEN: June 11th at 6pm
WHERE: the Cherry Arts, 102 Cherry St., Ithaca
SPEAKER: New York State's Comptroller Tom DiNapoli
COST: suggested donation is $20 but pay what you will. To buy tickets now, click here. 

Please save the date and make plans to attend. This is an important fundraiser for the TCDC and all the great
work we do electing Democrats.  Current COVID guidance for this event, subject to change: masks are
recommended but not required. 

Since 2007, Thomas P. DiNapoli has proudly served the people as the 54th Comptroller of the State of
New York. He has aggressively fought public corruption and the misuse of taxpayers' dollars. He has spoken out
against fiscal gimmicks and government inefficiency. He has strengthened one of the nation's top public pension
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funds, which stands at an all-time high audited value of $258.1 billion. The people elected him to full terms in
2010, 2014 and 2018.

Senator Gillibrand Announces $700,000 Rail Trail Project in Dryden
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand visited Dryden May 6 to announce $700,000 in federal funding to complete the
Dryden Rail Trail Bridge project. The $2.9 million project had stalled due to lack of funds. Senator Gillibrand
secured federal funding to close the gap.

“The Dryden Rail Trail Bridge project will bring invaluable recreational and economic opportunities to Tompkins
County, and I am so proud to have helped the project get back on track,” said Senator Gillibrand. “The trail and
bridge will bring Dryden and Ithaca together, and provide the communities with new opportunities for safe,
sustainable transportation, and a beautiful way to get around.”
 
“This funding allows the project to move forward with design and engineering this year, with construction likely in
2023,” said Town Deputy Supervisor Dan Lamb, who has shepherded the project from the start.
 
CAPTION: Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (center, in pale blue jacket) was joined by Assembly Member Anna Kelles,
Town of Dryden Supervisor Jason Leifer, Town of Dryden Deputy Supervisor Dan Lamb, Ithaca-Tompkins County
Transportation Council Director Fernando de Aragón and other state and local officials at the May 6 Dryden Rail
Trails announcement.

Members' Terms
submitted by Stephen Dewitt
Hello TCDC Members,
Because of changes to Election Law in 2019, members of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee will soon
be entering a time frame where the membership and responsibilities of the County Committee members will be
different, depending on whether they are acting as part of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee as a
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whole or acting as a member of a Town or Ward Committee.

If you carried petitions to become a member of the Tompkins County Democratic Committee in 2019 or have been
subsequently appointed to the Tompkins County Democratic Committee, the following applies:
   
Tompkins County Democratic Committee as a whole - your term does not expire until the next organizational
meeting to be held between September 17, 2022 and October 6, 2022 inclusive.  You are eligible to act on any
business that comes before the Tompkins County Democratic Committee until that point.

Town or Ward Committee:  The term of any County Committee member in his or her capacity as a Town or Ward
Committee member will end on June 28, 2022.

If you carried petitions in March of this year and are to be elected a member of the Tompkins County Democratic
Committee on June 28, 2022, the following applies:

Tompkins County Democratic Committee as a whole - your term begins at the commencement of the
organizational meeting to be held between September 17, 2022 and October 6 inclusive.
 
Town or Ward Committee:  Your term as a member of the Town or Ward Committee begins on June 29, 2022 and
your Town or Ward committee must meet between June 29, 2022 and July 18, 2022 inclusive to elect leadership.
 

Postal Rate to Increase
submitted by Ted Crane
The USPS has announced price changes --increases-- to take effect on July 10. 2022. It noted that the 6.5
percent increase is lower than the Bureau of Labor Statistics annual inflation rate (as of the end of February) of
7.9 percent.

On Thursday, May 6, Postmaster General Louis DeJoy said that we should be prepared for USPS to raise prices
on its monopoly of market-dominant products, “at an uncomfortable rate.” The increase was announced on the
same day that President Joe Biden signed a major postal reform bill intended to take onerous payments toward
health care benefits for future retirees off the agency’s balance sheets.

A First Class letter will go from $0.58 to $0.60; postcards from $0.40 to $0.44. Mailpieces taking advantage of the
TCDC's mailing program will also cost more, increasing from about $0.28 to about $0.295 (some actual rates are
a bit higher, but that's an estimate of the average). Last year at this time, the estimate was about $0.26.

The TCDC's mailing program can help prepare mailing lists based on current voter registration including limited
demographics, prepare the USPS paperwork, and provide barcoded address label information to be printed. We
will review a mailing to ensure it complies with USPS specifications and can help with mailpiece design. It's
available to TCDC committees and Democratic candidates.

Individuals who cannot make use of this program are encouraged to buy "FOREVER" stamps at the lower rate
while they can.
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Contact me for more information: 607.269.5278 or [ted@danby.democrat].

Roe vs. Wade
So proud of our own Linda Hoffman who addressed the crowd this past Saturday afternoon, 5/14 for the Ithaca
hosted BANS OFF OUR BODIES rally on the Ithaca Commons. Ithaca joined Corning, Glens Falls,  Brooklyn,
 Manhattan,  Saratoga Springs, and thousands of sother activists, repro rights and justice leaders, volunteers, and
community members rallied across NY Saturday in support of abortion rights. #BansOffOurBodies
#AbortionIsHealthcare

Planned Parenthood advocates in the Ithaca area expressed their collective resistance to the abortion bans
sweeping our country and insisted on the human right to abortion access! Together a clear and visible message
was expressed from the array of speakers being motivated and mobilized to take action against these abortion
bans and overturning of Roe! 

Rally held this past Saturday. 

June Primary, August Primary and More from the Board of Elections
Notice to Designating Petition Filers For Congress, Senate and Assembly
The attorneys for the State Board of Elections are reviewing the decision by the Court of Appeals in the
Harkenrider v. Hochul case. The State Board staff stands ready to assist the Supreme Court in any way we are
called upon to quickly develop a new Political Calendar for an August primary for the state Senate and the U.S.
House of Representatives. We do not foresee the June 28th primary changing for our statewide offices, the State
Assembly, Judicial Delegates and Alternates and any local offices that are scheduled to be on the primary ballot.
Whatever adjustments need to be made to the ballot access process for candidates for Congress and State
Senate for a new primary will be proposed to the court. We will do everything in our power to inform the electorate
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to ensure a fair and accurate election for the voters of New York.

NOTE ~ the ballot will include three candidates for Governor ~ Kathy Hochul, Jumaane Williams and Tom Souzzi;
Lt. Governor ~ Antonio Delgado, Ana Maria Archila and Diana Reyes.

Attention Absentee Voters:  Important Information
Regarding Changes 
New York State has recently enacted a law that will change the ability of voters who have applied for an absentee
ballot to vote in person on the voting machine. In the past, voters who applied for an absentee ballot could change
their minds and vote in person on a voting machine either during early voting or on Election Day. Their absentee
ballots, if completed and sent in to the Board of Elections, would then be set aside unopened. With this new law,
voters who have applied for an absentee ballot may still go to the polls on Election Day, but they will no longer be
able to vote on the machine. If they wish to vote in-person, it will be by affidavit ballot only. If you have any
questions about this law, please call the Board of Elections at (607) 274-5522.
Qualifications To Vote By Absentee Ballot 

1. Absent from your county on Election Day.
2. Unable to appear at the polls due to temporary or permanent illness or disability, 
3. Unable to appear because you are the primary care giver of one or more individuals who are ill or physically
disabled.
4. A resident or patient of a Veterans Health Administration Hospital.
5. Detained in jail awaiting Grand Jury action or confined in prison after conviction for an offense other than a
felony.

Fund Raising Appeal for 2022
Update from Lori Gardner
Please return your Dues and Victory Club Contributions as well as your contributions to your Town or City Ward
Committee.  

2022 County Dues   $20
Victory Club 2022    $122
Combined                $142

Please send your generous contribution to, Lori Gardner, 124 Old Peruville Rd, Groton, NY 13073
Make checks payable to TCDC

You may also pay online
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/tcdemsdues

Also TCDC Chair Linda Hoffmann is in the midst reaching out to Sponsors to the TCDC Fund Raising Campaign.
With these contributions the TCDC can strengthen our ability to realize our Voter Engagement Campaign,  fund
Democratic campaigns, develop TCDC literature for voter registration and actualize additional outreach activities
and events across the county.  Our dream of establishing a Democratic Headquarters would also bring together
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our volunteers and constituents in surrounding communities together this year especially after the stresses of the
Covid pandemic.  

National Democratic Committee Training Opportunities
We need you.  Whether you want to run for office, work on a campaign, or drive progressive values through local
leadership, the National Democratic Committee is just a website away to provide the tools and training you need
to be successful.  Information is available 24/7 and all for free.  
https://traindemocrats.org

The Issues Committee Updates
submitted by Krys Cail, Chair
The Issues Committee bids farewell (with thanks for her work) to Elizabeth Buckles, and welcomes Fred Balfour
to the group. It has been challenging to track and note the areas of interest in the way of issues-- while such
perennial issues such as Housing, Health Care and Public Safety remain popular as topics. TCDC members
would like to see us build and expand Zoom programs around other issues as well. The upset created by the
lawsuit throwing out the Congressional and State Senate districts has everyone scratching their heads. The
trouble with planning a forum on that issue is that nobody really knows what lines the Special Master will draw--
and likely we won't know until mid summer at least. Still, it may be helpful to plan a panel with some people with
expertise in analyzing demography to give us an evening's education about the newly-minted districts sometime
after the districts are defined.

Another issue that popped into the news just this week is the anticipated overturning of Roe v. Wade, as revealed
through a leaked draft judicial opinion for a 5-vote majority of conservative justices. The newly-reconstructed
committee will be meeting to plan a Zoom-based event for this Spring/early Summer..
 

Cryptocurrency Industry Slithers Into our Region
 
  Submitted by Ann Reichlin for the Democratic View  published in the Tompkins Weekly for May 2022Biography:
Ann Reichlin is an artist who exhibits her work  throughout the United States including her current site-specific
sculpture, Transient Room at the Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site in Philadelphia, PA.  Ann served on the
Ithaca City School District Board of Education from 2015 to 2021. She has lived and worked in Ithaca since 1997. 

As residents and communities attempt to meet New York State’s ambitious  clean energy goals, Greenidge
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Generation–a cryptocurrency mining facility situated on Seneca Lake– takes us in the opposite direction. If energy
efficiency and transitioning to renewables is part of the solution, then the Greenidge plant’s massive use of fossil
fuel is part of the problem. 
 
In the same way that the fracking industry tried to sneak into New York State about a decade ago, the proof-of-
work cryptocurrency industry is slithering into our region hoping nobody will notice. Greenidge Generation should
have been a positive clean energy story. The original facility used coal to produce electricity. When the coal plant
was closed it was an environmental win. In an effort to re-use the site, the facility was converted to natural gas to
produce electricity with the idea that the electricity could be used at peak times. This business model, however,
was unprofitable so the owners went to Plan B—cryptocurrency mining. 
 
Unlike proof-of-stake cryptocurrency which uses significantly less energy, proof-of-work cryptocurrency requires
mountains of computer servers to accomplish its computational tasks. The Greenidge facility has thousands of
these computer servers (a.k.a. “rigs)  each requiring electricity to  operate. Unlike other energy demands which
fluctuate with times of days, these servers run at full blast twenty-four hours a day since their goal is to solve the
computational puzzle before anyone else does. Greenidge generates its own electricity using the converted coal
plant. Whereas the original redevelopment idea for the former coal plant was to supplement the power grid, the
Greenidge facility consumes most of the energy it produces thus providing little energy benefit to the region.  And
because natural gas is a fossil fuel, the use of this gas adds to the very emissions that New York State is trying to
curb. And as Greenidge expands it will add new servers which will require more electricity, which will require the
plant to use more fossil fuel which will then emit more greenhouse gas.
 
In addition to the fuel that it consumes, the Greenidge plant also impacts Seneca Lake by taking fresh lake water
into the plant and dumping warm water back into the lake. Elevated lake temperatures may impact the fish and
cause unwelcome algae bloom. 
 
In the same way that one cannot fill a leaky bucket with water, the state cannot accomplish its clean energy goals
with proof-of-work cryptocurrency facilities that threaten to  suck our efforts down the drain. Assemblywoman
Anna Kelles is leading the way in Albany to pass  legislation that would place a temporary moratorium on proof-
of-work cryptocurrency mining in New York State. Bill A7389C  would also require the DEC to complete a
statewide environmental impact review of the proof-of-work cryptocurrency mining industry.  Sponsored by
Assemblywoman Kelles, Bill A7389C passed the New York State Assembly on April 26, 2022. The New York
State Senate version, S6486D, is currently being considered. This important environmental legislation will enable
New York State to determine what is in the state’s long term best interest before it is too late.
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Expanding the Bottle Bill
 Submitted by Rachel Kennedy for the Democratic View  published in the Tompkins Weekly for April 2022.
 
Biography: Rachel Kennedy lives in Trumansburg with her family. She has served there on the Village of Board of
Trustees and the Board of the Ulysses Library. She enjoys making mosaics, growing things, theater, reading and
British TV. 
 
I took a bit of a dive this week into the topic of RECYCLING. The landscape is complex. I participate, certainly, as
a curbside recycler, occasional redeemer of bottles and cans, and a gloomy but mostly passive receiver of news
that an ever-increasing volume of my recycling efforts are fruitless. The scope of the solid waste mess is
shocking.  A number of bills are currently in NYS legislature committees to tackle the problem from a number of
angles. Among them: A7668 (Sponsor: Englebright), to prohibit recycling symbols on items that are not truly
recyclable; S7718 (Kaminsky), to establish Extended Producer Responsibility; and A8668 (Cahill), to provide for
expansion of the NYS Bottle Bill. All fascinating, and I’m zeroing in here on the Bottle Bill. 
            
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the original NYS Bottle Bill, the incentive-based program designed to
ease burden on waste facilities, encourage recycling, and reduce litter. In a nutshell: beverage distributors charge
a container deposit to beverage retailers, who in turn pass the cost on to consumers. Consumers are refunded the
deposit when they return the empty container to a retailer or redemption center, who in turn recoups the cost - plus
a handling fee - by returning the container to the distributor. The bill was amended In 2009 to include plastic water
bottles, boost the handling fee to a current 3.5 cents per container, and shift collection of 80% of unclaimed nickel
deposits, amounting to millions of dollars annually, from the beverage distributor to the state. Currently, nine states
have similar systems in place. 
 
The new bottle bill as proposed would double the deposit and expand the list of eligible containers to include
wine and liquor bottles, and more non-carbonated beverage containers. The logic seems good. Michigan and
Oregon, for example, see a return rate of around 90% with a dime deposit. New York return rates of the nickel
deposit hover around 65%. 
 
One might wonder, why is it necessary to incentivize bottle redemption where curbside recycling exists? For
years, recycling facilities depended in large part on the sale of curbside recycled plastic (and paper) to China.
That market tanked in 2018, when China began refusing shipments due to contamination. The reliable demand
no longer exists for our outrageous supply, we don’t have the domestic infrastructure to manage it, and a large
quantity of curbside collected material winds up in landfills. A greater incidence of items actually being
recycled seems to depend on a clean supply of “secondary feedstock”, usable in manufacturing, which the
redemption system more reliably offers. Single stream collection of recyclables, at least partly to blame for high
contamination, offered the promise of less hassle for households and lower collection costs, but the downstream
cost has been high, and not only measured by expanding landfills. The primary conceptual focus of recycling
policy in the past decade has shifted toward reducing the higher energy input and pollution associated with the
extraction, transport and processing of virgin material, as opposed to recycled material.   
 
If redemption policies/bottle bills help generate high quality material for second use, it makes sense to include
wine and liquor bottles, among others. On average, only 40% of glass collected curbside in a single stream
system is recycled. The remainder is landfilled or downcycled. Dual-stream recycling can create cleaner results,
as can redemption. Evidently, recycling facilities are generally in favor of diverting more glass containers toward
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the redemption process, (though not necessarily other containers) as glass is difficult and costly to recover and
process. 
 
Expanding the Bottle Bill seems quite beneficial, but it would be careless to ignore potential impacts on retailers,
who are required to receive redeemable containers of the types they sell. Many grocery stores have developed
capacity to manage these returns, though may to varying degrees experience expansion pains. Small
convenience stores may be affected more dramatically, as may wine and liquor stores, who would for the first time
be responsible for processing returns. Though rather than multiple stops to return different container types, it
seems likely that consumers may prefer to use redemption centers, and may perhaps locally be encouraged to do
so, as there are a number in Tompkins County. Indeed, different parts of the state may face different logistical
challenges. 
 
A best choice, among the three R’s, would be to “reduce”, or “refuse”, as some advocates are now framing it. A
1950’s version of a bottle bill, passed in Vermont, simply banned the sale of beer in non-refillable bottles, et voilà.
It lasted only four years due to lobbying by the beer industry. Seventy years later, Americans now generate more
than 800 containers per person annually. It’s difficult to get at that problem without threatening the freedom to
conveniently consume that many Americans cherish. Until we can collectively figure that out, I’m in favor of
legislative efforts to design and recycle us out of this mess we’re in. 
 

TCDC Town and Ward News
1st Ward submitted by John Johnson, Chair and reported by David Ritchie, First Ward Committee member
It was incredibly wonderful for Liz  Hartman of the Town of Ithaca and Ammitai Worob of Trumansburg - who
rushed in on the last weekend of petitioning to help gather the bulk of the needed signatures for designating John
Oakley and me as members of the First Ward Committee.  I am supremely grateful to them for coming out and
collecting so many signatures that weekend. 

How did I find out that Liz and Ammitai were collecting signatures for John and me?  On Saturday of the last
weekend of petitioning, my friend from Vermont and I were walking from the Commons up South Hill to my house.
 This woman with a clipboard on Hudson Street asks whether we're South Hill Democrats.  I say that I am, but I
cannot sign, and my friend is from Vermont.  She's pleasant, and we talk a bit more.  Just before walking on,
curious, I asked who she was collecting signatures for.  She said "Dave Ritchie and John Oakley"!  I laughed,
identified myself, asked who she was, and learned that Liz and Ammitai had volunteered to help us gather the
required signatures.  I thanked her, found out how many more signatures were needed, and said that I would
collect those the next day, since their generous work had made our continuing on the First Ward Committee
feasible.  I did that, and when I dropped the signature page off at Linda Hoffmann's house, I met and thanked
Ammitai as well.
 
From the whole First Ward Committee to Liz and Ammitai and Linda Hoffmann, thank you!

2nd Ward as reported by Susie Monagan
We welcome Liam O' Kane to the 2nd Ward Committee. Liam is a teacher in the Watkins Glen School District who
manages properties here in Ithaca with his wife and two daughters. 

Our March petitioning drive became a mad dash as we were beset by bad weather and a condensed timeline. All
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the same, we enjoyed getting out in the evening and connecting with our neighbors while spying quite a few new
babies (future Democrats?)

Please plan to attend our IN-PERSON June Wine and Cheese Fundraiser at the Cherry Arts on Saturday, June
11th at 6pm. Please note that the Cherry Arts is located on the inlet so, if the weather cooperates, we should be
able to open the doors and gather in and outside with plenty of fresh air circulation, an on-going concern as we
continue to experience the long tail of the Covid epidemic. 

3rd Ward as reported by Ann Sullivan, Chair
In March, members of Ward Three petitioned enthusiastically and  collected signatures to secure candidates
vying for all positions. 
Now, like all New York Democrats, we await the decision  of the Master about new Congressional and State
Senate Districts.  We have no idea what they will look like and what candidates will be vying in the primary.
 
We also welcomed our new Ward Three Committee member, Matt Smith, into the TCDC. Matt works at Warren
Realty. He and his wife live in the Bryant park neighborhood
with their two daughters.
 
We will be meeting in late May or June.  Among our concerns  are our integration next year with the Ward 1
committee based on South Hill after new Ithaca ward maps are 
accepted by Common Council.

4th Ward reported by Gwen Guo
Our last ward committee meeting was held in mid-April around a sputtering fire pit accompanied by hot cider and
leftover Easter candy.  We discussed the present and future challenges of gathering  petition signatures in Ward
4, the primary candidates for Congress and State Senate, and redistricting.
 
In ward news, the periodic closures of streets in our district for repairs, or (in the case of State/MLK, an accident)
have brought some unpredictability in our driving patterns impacting nearly everyone traveling through East Hill.
 Regardless of the inconvenience, we welcome the infrastructure improvements that will come from this.

5th Ward as reported by Jen Lyons, Chair
The 5th Ward is excited to welcome Patrick Moylan and Jack Waxman to our committee. Both will be seated on
the TCDC at our organizing meeting in the fall. Welcome!
 
Shout out to 5th Ward committee member and Alderperson Rob Cantelmo for passing his Pay Transparency
ordinance through Common Council on 5/4/22! Effective September 1, 2022, all employers of four or more in the
City will be required to post minimum and maximum wage or salary ranges in job advertisements.
 
"Pay transparency rebalances the employer-employee relationship, is associated with more equitable pay across
gender and racial demographics, and follows similar laws passed in Colorado and New York City,” said
Alderperson Cantelmo. "Peer-reviewed research in labor economics demonstrates that pay transparency is
mutually beneficial for employees and employers. It helps address the aforementioned pay imbalance, but also
promotes employee morale and retention, while also simplifying salary negotiation. An ordinance like this will
strengthen our existing protections for workers who might otherwise full afoul of opaque and discriminatory hiring
practices." 
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Congrats to Rob on passing this smart piece of legislation!

City Committee as reported by Ed Swayze
4th Ward primary candidate forum date, time and location will be announced featuring Patrick Mehler and Tiffany
Kumar.

Town of Caroline submitted by Emily Adams, Chair 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 25th, 7:30 by zoom unless the weather is nice then we may attempt to meet
in person.

News: The committee recognizes that we need to recruit new members and build a bench for town elections next
year, because (thanks to the zoning issue) there is a lot of energy on the other side that we need to balance. We
are beginning with individual outreach to several prospects and then will add some outdoor social events once
the weather improves.

Town of Danby submitted by Pat Woodworth, Chair
The next meeting of the Danby Democratic committee is Thursday, May 26th at 7:00pm by Zoom.  All registered
democrats in Danby are welcome to attend meetings.  Membership on the committee is open to any registered
Democrat in Danby.
 
The local committee is ready to help with state and national elections this year.  As we have done for the past two
years, we will send out postcards to registered Democratics reminding them of the primary.  This year, it looks like
we will need to send postcards twice – one for each primary.
 
If anyone has questions, please contact Pat Woodworth, Danby committee chair, at woodwrth@ithaca.edu.

Town of Ithaca reported by Liz Hartman, Vice-Chair
Our next meeting is Thursday, June 30th at 7pm.  During our April meeting, we elected a new chair, Ammitai
Worob.  As always, we are eager to recruit new members.  Please send any suggestions to Ammitai
(ammitai@gmail.com) or Liz (lizhartman@gmail.com).

Town of Newfield submitted by Richard Driscoll
Newfield is jumping off Zoom and holding its in person monthly Committee Meetings at Town Hall on the 3rd
Wednesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m.  On another front, Vanessa Greenlee has agreed to fill a vacancy on the
Newfield Town Planning Board.  Vanessa was a Candidate for County Legislative District 8 who won her primary
race but was squeezed out at the General last fall. She had the chops to run a great campaign and she'll be an
asset to Newfield as one of the 5 Planners. Cheers to a regular spring season that is taking its time to unfold into
summer.  Everything's showing up at its own natural pace. My dogwood has set its buds and in a few days it'll
open a glory of shimmering white out my big window.     
 
Town of Ulysses as reported by Cynthia Mannino, Chair

Democratic Caucus Date Set for Ulysses Town Board Seat
 
In 2022, one Ulysses Town Board Member seat will be up for election. This is a one year
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term to finish filling a vacancy. In 2023 the seat will again be up for election for a 4 yr
term on the Town Board.

To determine which candidate will run on the Democratic Party line on the November
ballot, the Ulysses Democratic Committee will conduct a caucus on May 22 at 3:00 at
the Ulysses Town Barns at 3888 Colegrove Road in Jacksonville to nominate and vote on
a candidate. 
 
Democrats who are registered to vote in the Town of Ulysses, which includes the Village
of Trumansburg, are eligible to participate and vote at the caucus to fill the seat. Anyone
interested in running as a candidate for this seat needs to be at least 18 years of age and a
resident of the Town of Ulysses. Candidates must be nominated by a caucus participant
and seconded. For more information on the nomination and voting process, they may
contact the Chair of the Ulysses Democrats, Cynthia Mannino http://Cynthiam.udc@gmail.com. 
 
The in-person caucus will comply with COVID-19 measures recommended by the
Tompkins County Health Department. All are welcome to attend.
 
The UDC meets monthly on the first Thursday and all Democrats are welcome.  For more
information, contact Cynthia Mannino, chair, at CynthiaM.UDC@gmail.com. To receive
local election news, join the Ulysses Democratic listserv by
contacting Liz.graeper.thomas@gmail.com
The Ulysses Democratic Committee values diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Produced by the TCDC Communications 
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